
These actions are to adopt the Negative Declaration for the Mesa Heights Garbage Disposal District 
Project (Project); approve the Project; and amend the contract for the Mesa Heights Garbage 
Disposal District to extend the contract term for two years in the unincorporated County areas of 
Ladera Heights, View Park, West Fox Hills, and Windsor Hills to continue to provide the automated 
collection, transportation, disposal, and management of refuse and the separate automated 
collection and management of recyclable materials and green waste generated by all single-family 
and multifamily residences, businesses, commercial establishments, and industrial establishments.  
The amendment includes similar cost reduction/extension provisions approved by the Board of 
Supervisors on June 16, 2009.

SUBJECT

May 10, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ADOPT THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE
MESA HEIGHTS GARBAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT PROJECT; 

APPROVE THE PROJECT; AND APPROVE EXTENSION OF THE CONTRACT FOR
MESA HEIGHTS GARBAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 2) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
MESA HEIGHTS GARBAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT:

1. Consider the Negative Declaration for the proposed Project; find on the basis of the whole record 
before your Board that there is no substantial evidence the Project will have a significant effect on 
the environment; find that the Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment and analysis 
of your Board; and adopt the Negative Declaration.

2. Approve the Project and Amendment 1 to Contract No. 001600 with Consolidated Disposal 
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Service for the Mesa Heights Garbage Disposal District to extend the contract for two years 
commencing on July 1, 2011, or execution by both parties, whichever occurs last, at an annual 
contract amount of $1,671,533 for a potential maximum contract sum of $11,674,929 and a 
maximum contract term of seven years.

3. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee to annually increase the contract amount 
up to an additional 10 percent of the annual contract sum for unforeseen, additional work within the 
scope of the contract, if required, and/or to provide for any increase in unit counts based on the 
County Assessor's tax roll, which determines contractor's annual compensation.

4. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee to execute the amendment upon proper 
execution by the contractor and approval as to form by County Counsel; to approve and execute 
amendments to incorporate necessary changes within the scope of work; and to suspend work if, in 
the opinion of the Director of Public Works or her designee, it is in the best interest of the County of 
Los Angeles to do so.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to adopt the Negative Declaration for the Project; and 
amend the contract for the Mesa Heights Garbage Disposal District (District) to extend the current 
five-year contract term for two years in the unincorporated County areas of Ladera Heights, View 
Park, West Fox Hills, and Windsor Hills to continue to provide the automated collection, 
transportation, disposal, and management of refuse and the separate automated collection and 
management of recyclable materials and green waste generated by all single-family and multifamily 
residences, businesses, commercial establishments, and industrial establishments. The amendment 
includes provisions modeled after the County's Contract Reduction/Extension Initiative approved by 
the Board on June 16, 2009.  The amendment will extend this contract for two years starting on July 
1, 2011.  The two year extension will allow the District time to evaluate its boundaries and make 
modifications, if appropriate, before creating a new Invitation for Bids (IFB).  If any changes to its 
boundaries are necessary, such as expansion of the boundaries to include underserved 
communities, a new IFB at this time could cause a cancelation of the resultant contract prior to its 
normal termination period, increasing the costs to the District, and creating uncertainty with the 
bidders.
  
On June 25, 2009, the Chief Executive Office (CEO), acting on your Board's direction, provided 
instructions for implementation of this cost savings initiative requesting that contractors reduce 
contract costs effective in Fiscal Year 2009-10 in return for contract extensions.  This amendment 
closely followed your Board's initiative of contract cost savings.

Public Works has reviewed and is recommending for your Board's approval of the amendment of the 
District contract for two years extension in term, which includes a lump sum total cost 
reduction/savings of 10 percent.  Consolidated Disposal Service has provided acceptable services to 
the District and agreed to the lump sum contract cost savings to the District without a change in the 
level of services required under its contract.  Furthermore, in an effort to comply and apply the 
initiative equitability, and per the CEO's recommendation of February 1, 2010, Consolidated Disposal 
Service agreed to apply the contract cost reduction savings effective October 1, 2009.  
Arrangements will be made with the contractor regarding repayment or crediting of the amount due 
from the prior contract years' cost savings starting October 1, 2009, and for future cost savings. 
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness 
(Goal 1) and Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3).  The contractor who has the specialized 
expertise to provide these services accurately, efficiently, timely, and in a responsive and cost-
effective manner will support the Department of Public Works (Public Works) in meeting these goals.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  

The requested annual contract amount is $1,671,533 for the two extension years ending on June 30, 
2013, plus 10 percent for additional work within the scope of the contract, if required, and/or to 
provide for any increase in unit counts based on the County Assessor's tax roll, which determines 
contractor's annual compensation.  

The contractor agreed to give County a 10 percent discount on two contract extension years and 
also agreed to apply the discount starting October 1, 2009, resulting in a cost savings of 
approximately $630,000 to the residents of the District.  

Funds from the cost savings of $630,000 will be deposited in the District's Fund in Fiscal Year 2011-
12 and will be used to delay future rate increases for the garbage disposal service fees.

Funds for these services are available in the District's Fiscal Year 2011 12 Recommended Fund 
Budget.  Funds to finance the contract's second year extension and the 10 percent contingencies will 
be requested through the annual budget process.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On April 27, 2006, your Board approved Contract No. 001600 with Consolidated Disposal Service 
located in Santa Fe Springs, California, for the District, authorizing annual contract expenditures of 
$1,658,632 starting on July 1, 2006, for a contract term of 60 months.  Your Board approved 
supplementing this contract on September 16, 2008, increasing the annual contract amount from 
$1,658,632 to $1,671,533 for Fiscal Year 2008-09 and in each of the subsequent fiscal years 
through June 30, 2011.  The contract is currently in its final contract year and is scheduled to expire 
on June 30, 2011.  The two-year extension commencing on July 1, 2011, or execution by both 
parties, whichever occurs last, will increase the total contract term to seven years, which is 
consistent with recently awarded Garbage Disposal District contracts in other areas to provide fiscal 
stability to the residents of the District in current economic time of budget crisis.

The amendment, which is substantially reflected in the enclosed form (Enclosure A) will be executed 
by the Director of Public Works or her designee in accordance with your Board's delegated authority 
and only upon proper execution by the contractor and approval as to form by County Counsel.  All 
terms, conditions, requirements, prices, and specifications of the contract will remain unchanged.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

An Initial Study was prepared for the Project in compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA).  The Initial Study showed that there is no substantial evidence that the Project may 
have a significant effect on the environment.  Based on the Initial Study, a Negative Declaration 
(Enclosure B) was prepared. Public notice was published in the Torrance Daily Breeze, and La 
Opinión on February 24, 2011, pursuant to the California Public Resources Code, Section 21092, 
and posted at the County Clerk pursuant to Section 21092.3.  Copies of the draft Negative 
Declaration for public review were provided to the View Park Library on February 23, 2011, no 
comments were received.  There were no organizations or individuals who previously requested 
notice.  Attachment A of the Negative Declaration consists of revisions to the Draft Initial 
Study/Negative Declaration in response to comments received from County Counsel during their 
final review.

The location of the documents and other materials constituting the record of the proceedings upon 
which your Board's decision is based is the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, 
Environmental Programs Division, 900 South Fremont Avenue, Annex, 2nd Floor, Alhambra, 
California, 91803.  The custodian of such documents and materials is Mr. Paul Alva.

The California Department of Fish and Game (Fish and Game) has determined that for purposes of 
the assessment of CEQA filing fees, Section 711.4(c) of the Fish and Game Code, the project has no 
potential effect on fish, wildlife, habitat, and does not require payment of a CEQA filing fee.  The 
CEQA Filing Fee "No Effect Determination Form" was approved by Fish and Game on March 17, 
2011.  Upon your Board's approval of the Negative Declaration, Public Works will file a Notice of 
Determination for the Project in accordance with Section 21152(a) of the California Public Resources 
Code and pay the required filing fee with the County Clerk in the amount of $75.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the amendment will continue the current contract services.  The proposed contract 
amendment will not have a negative impact on the level or quality of services provided to the District.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to the Department of Public Works, Administrative 
Services Division.
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Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:GZ:cg

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Counsel
Executive Office
Department of Regional Planning
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